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Commander’s Guide

“A COMMANDER’S GUIDE IN TRAINING TODAY’S CHAYOLIM”

“Hey, Zevi!” called his friend to him on the way to school Sunday
morning. “Did you learn the Tehillim for the Worldwide Tehillim
Club? I hope I win the raffle this week; I woke up extra early to
say my kapitlach.”

In t r

o d u c ti o n

Zevi looked sad, “I really planned to do mine too,” he said, “I just
had such a hard time waking up in the morning to say them.
I kept opening my eyes, but my annoying Yetzer Hora would

convince me to close them and stay in bed a little longer. I hate when he does that,
because he makes me waste valuable time. I wish I could silence his foolish voice in my
head. Ugh.”
Sholom looked on sympathetically and nodded knowingly, “Yeh, it is really upsetting
when that happens. But Zevi, don’t talk so negatively. We always learn to speak positively.”
“But he is really really annoying! He’s conniving, he’s mean, and he doesn’t want what’s
best for me! I wanted to wake up and do the right thing but he made it so hard for me. I
wish he wouldn’t poke his nose into things! He’s the worst.”
Is Zevi correct in his wording? Let’s turn to the parsha to find out.

 א,שמות ז
ֹלהים לְ ַפ ְרעֹה
ִ ּאמר ה' ֶאל מ ֶֹשׁה ְר ֵאה נְ ַת ִתּיָך ֱא
ֶ ֹוַ י
And Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Behold, I have put you in charge of Paroh.’

Rebbe

Torah

Chassidus explains that when the kelipah is in
its full strength, even a Tzadik doesn’t have the power to break
it, only Hashem does. In this Posuk, Hashem is telling Moshe that
even though the kelipah is in its full strength, He is giving Moshe
the koach to be in control of it. Moshe can destroy it with makos.
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This power was given to Moshe specifically because he is the one who connects the
Yidden with Hashem by giving over Hashem’s messages to them. Therefore, even
though Moshe had a speech impediment and spoke unclearly, he was still the one
who gave over the messages to Paroh. Only after Moshe spoke, did Aharon translate.
Moshe, specifically, was the one who was the Nasi HaDor and had the koach to
overpower Paroh and the kelipah of Mitzrayim.
When it came to giving Hashem’s message to the Yidden, then Aharon could be the
one to relay it; it wasn’t necessary for Moshe to be the one. Only when speaking to
Paroh did the words have to come directly from Moshe, because he, and not Aharon,
was given koach from Hashem to defeat Paroh.

There are times when we find ourselves in a situation in which the
Neshama is captured by the Yetzer Hora. How do we battle him?
Just like Moshe Rabeinu, we need to battle him with ten makos.
We need to fight him and destroy him. We can’t be patient or

Lesson

accepting, we need to attack and yell at him, “You sneaky Yetzer
Hora! You are bad and have the wrong ideas! Stop making it
hard for me to listen to my Yetzer Tov! Silence! I don’t want to
hear anything that your foolish and misleading mouth has to
offer!”
Where do we get the koach to fight such a powerful force of kelipah? From the Nasi
Hador, the Moshe, our Rebbe. Hashem gives the Rebbe the koach to win overpower
kelipah. Because every Yid has a small part of the Rebbe’s neshama in our own
neshama, we also have the koach inside of us to win.
When we look around the world, we sometimes wonder how we can spread Torah
and mitzvos when the world is so full of kelipah. How can we spread the Torah of
chassidus, especially in the places that are so dark and forces of kelipah so strong?
We need to know that just like in Mitzrayim with Paroh and the Mitzriyim, the Moshe
of the generation gave the koach to the Yidden to break the golus, so too now, the
Rebbe, who is the neshama of Moshe Rabeinu, has the koach to destroy the darkness
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of golus. We too, are the gilgulim of the neshamos of the dor of Mitzrayim, and we
too have the Avoda that they had then.
When we connect to the Nasi Hador, we get the power to do our avoda and win over
the Yetzer Hora, no matter how powerful it is. We get the koach to spread chassidus
in the world no matter how strong the kelipah is. We have the koach from Hashem,
through the Rebbe, to win over all opposition.

We have a strong Yetzer Hora and a deep dark golus, but we

B’chein

have an even more amazing Rebbe who gives us the koach
to overpower and win! When we hear the Yetzer Hora start
with his misleading shenanigans, we need to use all our koach
to withstand him by saying, “Yetzer Hora, you have the wrong
idea. Stop trying to beat me, stop telling me what to do, I want
to do what Hashem wants!” How can we beat the Yetzer Hora?

When we connect to our Rebbe. When we learn the Torah of the Rebbe and listen to
the hora’os that the Rebbe taught us, we get the koach to be winners. We have the
koach to win our Yetzer Hora and to bring Moshiach now for the entire generation.
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English
Sicha
Moshe Rabeinu claimed that he did not have the ability to go to Paroh. He told
Hashem, “I have blocked lips.” When the negative forces are at their strongest, even
a tzadik doesn’t have the power to minimize, break or overpower them. This power is
only in the hands of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, who is all-capable.
Hashem answered Moshe’s complaint: “Look! (See this new concept!) I have made
you a master over Paroh!” Even though Paroh was still at the height of his power, and
as the midrash tells us, “no slave was able to escape from Mitzrayim,” Hashem gave
Moshe the power to have the upperhand over Paroh and to impose punishment.
This power was given specifically to Moshe, who is the leader of the generation, as he
told the Yidden in Sefer Devarim, “I stand between you and Hashem.” He is the link that
connects the two; his behavior extends precisely from Hashem’s command. Through
him, the power and ability of Hakadosh Boruch Hu to rule over and overpower the
negative forces is revealed.
At times, the neshama, the G-dly soul, is held captive by the animal soul. When the
animal soul has its “time to shine,” and the kelipah is dominant, it looks like we don’t
have the power to tackle it and to be victorious. The solution for this is described in
this parsha, when Hashem tells Moshe: “Look! I have made you a master over Paroh!”
From here the power is given to each and every Yid, as it says in the Tanya, “every
single neshama has an aspect of Moshe Rabeinu within it.” Just as Moshe in his time
was able to overcome the kelipah, even when the kelipah was at its peak, so too, in
every single generation there is a leader of the generation, who is the continuation
of Moshe Rabeinu, who has the power to break through all of the layers that are
concealing holiness, even at the time when they are at their strongest.
There are those who are concerned about our generation, a time of deep deep
darkness, the very last steps before the revelation of Moshiach, in which the layers of
negativity are so thick. How is it possible to carry out the demands of our Rebbe to
spread Chassidus and follow in its ways? How is it possible to accomplish this when
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we are in places that are so low and so deeply dark?
We can respond to these worries with what we learn in this parsha. The continuation
of Moshe lives on in every generation, including ours. When we are connected to
the Nasi Hador we do not need to be overwhelmed by the layers of concealment.
Moshe Rabbeinu has the power to break the kelipa, to overpower Paroh, and this
power endures with the leader of our generation. When we are connected to him
through learning his Torah, following his directives and emulating his ways, we too
are capable of accomplishing our mission.
Just as Moshe Rabeinu broke through the kelipa of Paroh and took the Yidden out of
Mitzrayim with a mighty hand, so too will it be with us. Without considering all the
difficulties, Moshe will take us out of golus with a mighty hand, immediately now!
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the

Parshafier

ִה ְת ַק ׁ ְשרוּת
I shared
a sicha of
the Rebbe
at my
Shabbos
table

ר ַָות ַּׁ רפ ַּפ
ORDERS FROM
OUR GENERAL

Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 16, pg. 74

STARRING
The Weiss Family

Yitzy: Okay, honestly now, do you really think we’ll ever get
out of this golus?
Chany: Oh my, Yitzy. Don’t speak like that. Of course we’ll be
leaving golus! Moshiach is coming very soon.
Yitzy: I know, but sometimes it just seems impossible. We’ve
been here for so long, the Yetzer Hora is very strong, and I just
feel stuck. This battle is too hard.
Sruly: You know, Yitzy? Sometimes I feel the same. Golus can
get really tough. How can we be strong enough to keep on
doing our avoda?
Rivky: You two are speaking nonsense. We have the power to
beat our enemy, and we’re gonna win real soon. Now, Yitzy,
who’s on the Parshafier list?

Chany

Rivky

Yitzy: Um, there’s Moshe, Aharon, Wahankh, Yocheved—
Sruly: Wahankh?! Who is that?
Yitzy: I’m curious about his name.
Chany: Yay, Let’s bring in Wahankh.

blipblipblipblipshhhhh….boink

Sruly

Yitzy

GUEST STARRING

Rivky: YIKES! This place is scary. Whoa, are those real life
mummies? Is that a—oh, wow, we’re in Paro’s palace.
Wahankh: Halt. Who goes there?
Sruly: Hey, aren’t you the guard we met a few weeks ago?

Wahankh

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN
Read this at your Shabbos table, acting out
the different characters with your family.
Then, discuss the question of the week and
apply the Parshafier’s lesson to your lives.

2 Hachayol 300

Wahankh: Yes, I am. You stand before the gates of Paro’s very
throne.
Rivky: Oh no, it's the headquarters of all of Mitzrayim's kelipa.
Every single cruel command comes straight from here.
Chany: Okay, okay. You got me scared enough, thank you
very much. Now, what do you have to teach us, Mr. Wahankh?
Wahankh: Here’s the story. You see, Paro is a very powerful
king. He has an extreme amount of control over Mitzrayim. No
slave has ever escaped him.

9

Yitzy: Paro is evil and horrible—but Moshe is going
to whack him outta here.

Wahankh: Yes. It was an amazing moment in

Wahankh: Not quite. Even Moshe didn’t want to
approach Paro at first. He knew Paro's strength.

Rivky: The same idea applies now too, right? By

Sruly: Yeah, Moshe Rabbeinu would never have
been able to overcome Paro without Hashem’s
help. At first Moshe thought Paro would never
listen to someone like him, someone
who couldn’t speak well.

nosi hador (leader of the generation), because

Rivky: Wait—what? Moshe was
afraid of Paro? But Moshe
was the greatest tzadik ever.
Moshe could blow Paro off the
planet with one little puff.
Wahankh: That is true only after your G-d
gave that power to Moshe.

history.

giving that power to Moshe, Hashem gave it to every
every Rebbe is the Moshe of their generation.
Chany: So every Nosi Hador can
destroy big kelipos, just like
Moshe destroyed Paro?
Sruly: And every Yid in every
generation

can

battle

big

kelipos, with the help of the nosi
hador? Even in this golus?!
Wahankh: Precisely.

Yitzy: Hashem said: “Moshe, don’t worry. I will
deliver Paro into your hands.” From that moment,
Moshe had the power to win over Paro and destroy
the kelipos of Mitzrayim.

Rivky: Guys, we've got to keep our hiskashrus

Sruly: Wow. That’s perfect, because if Moshe was
the leader of Bnei Yisroel, that meant he could help
all the Yidden defeat kelipa.

Chany: Yes! Victory is near, and it's up to us! Let's

strong. With the nosi hador’s help, we have the
power to win over the greatest kelipos of all time
and bring Moshiach.

get home and start thinking of ways to connect to
our Rebbe, the sooner the better!

How can I be more powerful than kelipa?

10
 ר ַָות ַּׁ רפ ַּפ3

ISSUE

300

בס״ד

In loving memory of
MRS. SARAH
(CHARLOTTE) ROHR

Parshas Vaera
25 Teves 5778

ַּפ ְר ַׁשת וארא • כ״ה טבת ה’תשע״ח

T
E
E
H
S
K
R
O
W
A
H
S

PAR

Name: __________________________

I can be stronger than Paroah

Fill in the croosword puzzle.
Name:

Parshas Vaera
I can be stronger than Paroah!
1

2

3
4
5
6

7
8

9

10
Created with TheTeac hers Co rner.net Cro s s wo rd Puz z le Generato r

Across

Down
1. Only He has the po wer to o verco me Paro ah
2. He's such a stro ng and scary kelipa
4 . The Mo she o f to day
6 . Hashem gave him the ko ach to be stro nger than
Paro ah
7 . Is trapped by the Yetzer Harah
9 . When we are co nnected to the Rebbe we do n't need to
be _____

PARSHA WORKSHEET

3. The Rebbe gives me the _____ to be stro nger than my
Yetzer Harah
5 . Us stro ng Chayo lim in Tzivo s Hashem have the
po wer bring _____!
8. The Paro ah inside o f me
10 . There's a spark o f Mo she inside every _____
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